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but pinball, as ever, was resilient. soon the word spread through america that if you'd like to go into
a candy store and play pinball, it's all right with us. in fact, if you'll just go down to the basement,

we'll hook you up with a machine of your very own. like some kind of sacred rite, kids in the streets
began gathering around pinball machines like ants around a rotten apple, and the pinball arcades
quickly started popping up in urban centers across america, taking advantage of the cheap real

estate of tenement basements. there were even a few arcades in the suburbs, where kids would play
between long-distance phone calls, or just while waiting for their mommies to return home from the
bank. people played pinball for all sorts of reasons, some as simple as flicking the machine to pass

the time on a train or for a few laughs at a vacation tavern. but the primary attraction was its
simplicity. the player knew when to start, and when to end. after one ambitious youth got hit by a

car and killed, his parents began showing up to have his pictures put up in the arcade, but when the
young man's mother found out that the game was called "flipper" and not "hit and run," they were

furious. they began dumping money in the machine, causing a pinball spill, and immediately wound
up on the wrong end of a broken wrist. in fact, the accidents were endemic, and the exact reason

why is a bit murky. the flipper was a mechanical challenge with no easy answers. so the game
evolved to exploit these collisions, adding ramps, removal of certain flippers, and all sorts of giddy

trickery. one game gave the player points for tilting the machine in a certain direction, while another
offered turtling players who played a certain way a chance to win prizes.
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but in the end, the public was sick of nothing. and so they demanded change. in 1966, a technical
genius named irving gould created the modern pinball machine that you probably know today: the
monorail. this was a game where the monorail car would arc down from the ceiling, picking up a

couple of balls along the way. the ball would collide with the metal rails and then be tossed up to a
plunger which would shoot it back down through the rollers. then the most legendary game of all

time was born. the wizard of oz. this was an arcade game where the legendary dorothy would have
to drag her unsociably evil magical antagonist, the scarecrow, with his legs tied together up a
fearsome obstacle course. the first big innovation was the pole arm, which was essentially an

extendable wand that you could shake to fire a magnetized sphere. then came the tornado, which
basically operates like a massive pinball flipper, except it spins around and pulls you in. and of

course, the tin man joined the party, which was an arm that shot out and plucked a ball off the top of
the machine and pushed it into a little transparent chamber, where it would be shot back out on cue.

the game was phenomenally successful, dominating the pinball scene for the next 15 years. but it
wasn't without its problems. for instance, the game's biggest draw was a character called the yellow
brick road, who provided the only means of transport between the different levels. the problem was,
the only way to get him through the portal was to tear him out of the top of the machine and feed
him to your conscience. while this was a clever bit of writing, it also left the entire back half of the

machine vacant, which was really bad. 5ec8ef588b
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